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CALL TO HEAL

RACIAL HEALING

Justice requires an honest and
comprehensive assessment of past
harms and current harms
experienced by African peoples
around the world as a result of the
crimes of slavery, colonialism,
neocolonialism and its legacies.
Reparations and healing are critical
building blocks for a justice-centered
world in which the human rights of
all people are protected. The
Diaspora Affairs Office of the
President advocates for the
importance of racial healing to take
place and justice to be advanced in
this newsletter. We encourage all
people of the African diaspora to
reconnect with the continent for
healing and advocacy.

“So, it is time for Africa,
millions of whose sons

and daughters had their
freedoms curtailed. It is

important to correct
and repair the damages

that were incurred
because of the slave
trade. ” H.E President

Nana Akufo-Addo
speaking at the

Advancing Justice
Reparations and Racial

Healing Summit in
Accra. 

"Although no amount of money can
restore the damage and atrocities
caused by the transatlantic slave
trade, it is important to recognize
its impact taking the steps towards
reparations and racial healing by
people of African descent". The
President of the Republic, H.E Nana
Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo further
highlighted that the effects of the
Slave Trade have been devastating
to the African continent and to the
African Diaspora, with the entire
period of slavery stifling Africa’s
economic, cultural and
psychological progress. The Accra
Declaration .... Continued on Page 5.
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H.E. NANA ADDO DANKWA AKUFO-ADDO
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA

 

In 2017, President Akufo-Addo's government

established the Diaspora Affairs Office as part of

its commitment to engaging and collaborating with

Ghanaians living abroad. The office serves as a

focal point for coordinating and facilitating

interactions between the government, the

diaspora, and various institutions in Ghana. Its

primary goal is to leverage the collective

knowledge, skills, and resources of Ghanaians

abroad for the socio-economic development of

the nation. 

As the Director of the Diaspora Affairs Office

within the Office of the President of Ghana, I am

entrusted with strategically leading and

implementing policies that connect and

empower the Ghanaian diaspora, fostering

diplomatic ties, cultural preservation, economic

development, and community engagement. My

role involves forging meaningful connections

between Ghana and its global diaspora,

leveraging their expertise and resources for

sustainable growth, while also advocating for

their welfare and contributing to the preservation

of Ghana's cultural heritage on a global scale. This

responsibility spans across the Historical

Diaspora encouraging people of African Descent

to forge ties and engage strongly with Ghana. 
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REPUBLIC DAY
The Republic Day Holiday in Ghana is a momentous
occasion that holds significant cultural and historical
importance for the nation. Observed annually on July
1st, this day commemorates the transition from the
British colonial rule to a sovereign republic on July 1,
1960. The Diaspora Affairs Office of the President, we
take immense pride in joining the entire nation in
celebrating this landmark event that symbolizes Ghana's
journey towards independence, self-governance, and
unity.

The Diaspora Affairs Office, invites the global Ghanaian
diaspora to join us in a collective call to heal and unite.
The ties that bind us are stronger than geographical
distances, and it is our shared responsibility to bridge
any divides that may have emerged over time. The
history and heritage that connect the homeland with its
diaspora are rich and profound, serving as a reminder of
the unbreakable bond that endures. By fostering open
dialogue, engaging in cultural exchange, and
collaborating on various initiatives, we can harness the
power of our combined talents, skills, and experiences to
contribute to Ghana's progress on both local and global
fronts.

The Republic Day Holiday is marked by vibrant
festivities, parades, and various cultural events across
the country. It serves as a platform to honor the
sacrifices of Ghana's founding fathers and generations of
heroes who paved the way for a united and democratic
nation. Beyond its historical significance, this day also
reflects Ghana's progress and achievements across
diverse sectors. 
It is a time for Ghanaians, both at home and abroad, to come together and reaffirm their
commitment to building a prosperous future while cherishing their shared heritage. As we
celebrate Republic Day, we are reminded of the values of patriotism, resilience, and unity that
continue to guide our nation's growth and development on the global stage.

4



During the Reparations and Racial Healing Summit, President Akufo-Addo underscored the need for a
universal conversation on reparations, lamenting the need for people of African descent to receive justice at the
summit. This call for reparations, he emphasized, transcends borders, demanding a collective endeavour for
justice and healing.

Responding to the momentum generated by the summit, Director Akwasi Awua Ababio embarked on a pivotal
weeklong working study tour in Barbados, facilitated by the Economic Social & Cultural Council (ECOSOCC),
the Caribbean Pan African Network, and in collaboration with the African Union, along with support from the
Open Society Foundation. This immersive initiative aimed to 
deepen the understanding of Racial Healing and foster
 inclusive engagement among stakeholders. It complemented 
the 42nd Ordinary Session where the AU Executive Council
adopted a resolution on reparations.  

The Prime Minister of Barbados H.E Mia Mottley of met with
Director Akwasi Awua Ababio at Ilaro Court, her official
residence in Bridgetown. She hosted Ambassadors and
representatives from selected Member States of the AU,
CARICOM and Latin Ameria. This marked a crucial juncture in
the weeklong working tour, dedicated to exploring reparations and
racial healing. The discussions held during this encounter
demonstrated a steadfast commitment to addressing the persistent
impact of slavery and colonialism across global diaspora
communities, and building bridges towards developing a global
campaign.

The collaborative essence of this gathering underscores the shared
determination of nations to unravel the complexities of historical
injustices, forging a path towards a more equitable future. As we
engage in transformative dialogue and cultivate connections, the
resonance of this journey will extend beyond borders, ushering in
a world where reparative justice and racial healing form the
bedrock of unity, comprehension, and advancement.
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Commissioning of the Redeveloped Kwame Nkrumah Park

EVENT PROPOSAL
6

In a momentous event on July 4th, 2023, President Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo unveiled the rejuvenated Kwame Nkrumah Memorial
Park, marking a significant milestone in Ghana's history. The park,
initially established in 1992 during the tenure of President Jerry John
Rawlings, has been meticulously restored and modernized to pay
homage to Ghana's first President, Kwame Nkrumah, and his vital role
in the country's path to independence.

Under the visionary leadership of Minister for Tourism, Arts and
Culture, Ibrahim Mohammed Awal, the park's revitalization has
transformed it into a remarkable testament of Ghana's heritage. The
park now features modern amenities such as a Presidential library, a
mini-amphitheatre, and a restaurant, all catering to an enhanced visitor
experience. Notably, the mausoleum housing Kwame Nkrumah's
remains has been painstakingly refurbished, and the museum expanded
with an innovative audio-visuals tunnel, offering visitors a deeper
insight into his monumental contributions.

This ambitious project, costing GH¢30 million, aligns with the
government's broader vision of positioning the Kwame Nkrumah
Memorial Park as a premier cultural and historical attraction in West
Africa. As the park opens its doors, the global Ghanaian Diaspora is
encouraged to take part in preserving their heritage, connecting with
their roots, and celebrating the enduring legacy of Kwame Nkrumah.
This revitalized landmark stands as a testament to the nation's
commitment to honouring its past while inviting the Diaspora to be an
integral part of shaping its future.



DIRECTOR MEETS WITH CHIEF OF OSU

The Director of the Diaspora Affairs, Office
of the President, met with the Chief of Osu
Teteete Nii Nortey Owuo IV. The chief
known in private life as Nicholas Nii Nortey
Owuo succeeded the late Osu Mantse, Nii
Okwei Kinka Dowuona VI. The meeting at
the commemoration of the Kwame
Nkrumah Park marked by a shared
commitment to fostering stronger
connections between Ghana and the vibrant
diaspora community who enjoy a number of
the festivities and commercial activites that
take place in the Osu region such as the
Chale Wote festival. Director Ababio and
the Chief of Osu explored various avenues to
harness the collective potential of our
diaspora, seeking to channel their expertise,
resources, and unwavering love for Ghana
into meaningful initiatives that will drive
socio-economic growth, cultural
preservation, and mutual understanding

EAST STROUDSBURG VISIT
TO PRESIDENCY 
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During a significant gathering at the Diaspora
Affairs, Office of the President, Prof. Samuel
Ebow Quainoo and the Frederick Douglass
Institute team from East Stroudsburg
University of Pennsylvania joined forces with
Director Akwasi Awua Ababio, Director
Diaspora Affairs, to strongly reiterate their
dedication to fostering connections between
the Ghanaian diaspora and their homeland.

 The meeting underscored the vital role of
academic and skills exchange in driving
development, with a focus on promoting
intellectual enrichment, knowledge transfer,
and scholars' seamless reintegration. These
efforts are poised to propel Ghana into a
prosperous and innovative future, fuelled by
the collaborative engagement of its diaspora.



The event prominently
showcased the
accomplishments and
empowerment of women,
with the presence of
remarkable leaders such
as Chief of Staff of the
Republic of Ghana, Hon.
Akosua Frema Osei-
Opare, and Minister of
Communications and
Digitization, H.E Ursula
Owusu-Ekuful. These
inspiring women
underscored the
importance of women's
leadership and progress
in Ghana and the
broader global context. 

Director Akwasi Awua Ababio
of the Diaspora Affairs Office
of the President proudly
accepted the invitation to the
USA Independence Day
celebration on July 4th at the
U.S Embassy Ghana. This event
marked the 247th
Independence Day of the
United States and provided a
valuable platform for fostering
stronger connections between
the diaspora community and
Ghana. The celebration brought

together a diverse array of
distinguished guests,
innovators, and influencers,
creating a vibrant atmosphere
for networking and
collaboration. Director Ababio's
presence highlighted the
office's commitment to
nurturing meaningful
partnerships between the
diaspora and Ghana,
contributing to the enrichment
of both communities.

USA Independence Day Celebration
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Dr. Joseph H. Silver, Sr., Chairman of the
International Board of Trustees for the Pan
African Heritage Museum (PAHM), and wife 
 visited the Diaspora Affairs Office of the
President at the Jubilee House along with Esi
Yanka. The visit coincided with the 3rd PAHM
International Conference 2023 held at the African
University College of Communications, Accra,
Ghana. Themed "Global Africa: (Re)narrating Our
Stories with Our Creative Arts," the conference
focused on rediscovering and sharing the rich
heritage of Africa.
The Pan African Heritage Museum aims to
uncover the origins of humanity, the
development of cultures, and the impactful
civilizations of the Nile Valley. This endeavour
seeks to inspire present and future generations,
highlighting the achievements of African
descendants and fostering a deep sense of
cultural pride. The museum's mission is to
introduce people to the diverse and advanced
societies that thrived across Africa, emphasizing
accomplished leaders of African descent

PANAFEST 2023 AND EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR MEETING WITH THE
DIRECTOR AKWASI AWUA ABABIO

The Director of Diaspora Affairs, Office of
the President  held a meeting with the
leadership of the African American
Association and Executive Director of
the  PANAFEST Foundation, and
collaborating organizations. The
Diaspora Affairs team remains dedicated
to its enduring mission of cultivating
robust ties with the diaspora,
acknowledging their significant
contributions and unwavering backing.
The PANAFEST is an impactful festival
underscoring the significance of unity
among Africans, echoing the words of
Kwame Nkrumah: "I am not African
because I was born in Africa, but
because Africa was born in me." This
year's PANAFEST was a success with a
conference component held at the
University of Cape Coast Coast with
Paramount Chief of Cape Coast,
Osabarimba Kwesi Atta II.

PAN AFRICAN HERITAGE
MUSEUM (PAHM) CHAIR
MEETS DAOOP
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DIASPORA ENGAGEMENT POLICY TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MILESTONE

EVENT PROPOSAL
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July stood as a significant milestone in Ghana's pursuit of harnessing the immense potential of its diaspora
community with the Diaspora Engagement Policy. The collaborative efforts of key stakeholder culminated in a
pivotal moment as the Technical Working Committee, composed of the Diaspora Affairs Office of the President
(DAOOP), the Diaspora Affairs Unit of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration (MoFARI),
and the Centre for Migration Studies, University of Ghana, presented the policy to the Cabinet Sub Committee
on Governance. The outcome was a success– the Committee welcomed and accepted the policy, propelling it
forward for Cabinet's consideration. This marked a substantial stride towards the comprehensive
implementation of the policy's transformative vision.

The Diaspora constitutes a reservoir of potent assets for any nation. Their
influx brings not only financial capital but also diverse skill sets and a
global perspective that, when effectively harnessed, can be instrumental in
propelling a country forward. Ghana's Diaspora holds the potential to
play a pivotal role in elevating the nation's trajectory, catalyzing growth
through strategic investments, fostering brain gain through infrastructure
development, and forging meaningful connections via media and
engagement platforms. The imperative of a well-crafted Diaspora
Engagement Policy for Ghana becomes evident in the multifaceted avenues
it opens for diaspora involvement, providing a structured framework to
channel their contributions. Furthermore, the substantial collective impact
of the global diaspora, as exemplified by the $4.7 billion dollars in
remittances recorded in 2022, underscores the need for a coordinated and
organized approach to unlock their immense potential for national
progress.

As we navigate the path ahead, the impending consideration of the Diaspora Engagement Policy by the Cabinet
signifies a pivotal moment of alignment between vision and action. The concerted efforts of the Technical
Working Committee exemplify Ghana's commitment to embracing its diaspora as an indispensable force in
shaping the country's future. The policy's potential impact, spanning economic growth, knowledge transfer, and
enhanced global collaboration, highlights the significance of a well-coordinated strategy. With the policy now
poised for Cabinet review, Ghana stands on the precipice of a transformative period, where the diaspora's
collective strength will be harnessed to pave the way for a prosperous and interconnected future.



PRESIDENT VISIT
TO POPE FRANCIS 
President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-
Addo of Ghana embarked on a
distinguished 4-day official visit to
Italy, highlighted by a significant
event on Saturday, July 22, 2023.
During this notable journey, President
Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo had
the privilege of extending a courteous
call to His Holiness Pope Francis,
Head of the Catholic Church and
Sovereign of the Vatican City State, at
the Vatican in Rome. This diplomatic
encounter underscored the deep-
rooted ties between Ghana and the
Vatican, showcasing President Addo's
commitment to global unity.  
He was also taken on a tour of the
Pontifical Academies of Sciences at
the Vatican by its Chancellor, a
Ghanaian diaspora, Cardinal Peter
Kodwo Appiah Turkson. 

DIRECTOR ON ASAASE RADIO 

On July 8, 2023, Director Akwasi
Awua Ababio of the Diaspora Affairs
Office of the President delivered a
keynote address as the guest speaker
on Asaase radio. The focal point of
the discussion was cantered around
the concept of "Global Africa" and
Ghana's initiative towards facilitating
the return of the diaspora. The
conversation delved into the
significance of engaging with the
worldwide African diaspora, fostering
connections, and promoting
collaboration between Ghana and
Africans living abroad. This program
provided a platform for exploring
and discussing the multifaceted
dimensions of the Global Africa
framework and how Ghana's return
agenda fits into this broader vision.
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The Essence Festival in New
Orleans is the largest celebration
of global Black Culture. The
program is curated by Essence
Magazine and Coca-Cola as the
Essence Festival of Culture
(EFOC), convening more than
530,000 people. Dr. Nadia
Adongo Fynn, Deputy Director of
Diaspora Affairs, Office of the
President, took centre stage on
the Ghana Day panel alongside
esteemed peers, where she
highlighted the immense
potential for strengthening the
bonds between New Orleans
and Ghana. 

This intersection of history
and culture forms the
foundation for a robust
relationship, fostering
opportunities for
educational exchanges,
artistic collaborations,
and sustainable business
ventures that can uplift
both communities.

THE ESSENCE FESTIVAL (GHANA DAY) 
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Amidst the vibrant exhibits and
engaging conversations of the
Essence Festival, the Deputy Director
witnessed a genuine curiosity
among attendees to unravel the
cultural treasures of Ghana. She
emphasized the importance of
recognizing the historical
significance of the African diaspora
and the transformative power of
reconnecting with ancestral roots.
By nurturing partnerships between
these two dynamic locales, New
Orleans and Ghana, the platform for
meaningful and enduring
connections is set.

With gratitude for the opportunity to
share her true passion, Dr. Nadia
Fynn expressed optimism for the
future. She envisions deeper
collaborations not only between
New Orleans and Ghana but also
spanning the nations that lie in
between. The Essence Festival, a
conduit for these transformative
ideas, continues to resonate as a
testament to the potential of cultural
exchange and partnership. 



Dr. Nadia Adongo Fynn, Deputy Director of the
Diaspora Affairs, Office of the President spoke at
the Annual Women's Conference in Toronto,
Canada. In her remarks she emphasized the
transformative role of women in society during.
She acknowledged the power, resilience and
potential of women by highlighting three key
points: women's nurturing and empathetic nature,
women  historically igniting societal change,
breaking barriers, and demanding justice and
women's drive of innovation and progress across
various fields. Dr. Nadia acknowledges challenges
women face, including gender bias, work-life
balance struggles, lack of support and mentorship,
underrepresentation, and the glass ceiling. On the
mission of galvanising leaders to impact the lives
of women in the diaspora, Dr. Nadia honored the
invitation by the City of East Point, representing
Ghana and paving the way for a sister city
collaboration for diaspora engagement. Meeting
the esteemed figures, the first black female mayor
in Georgia, the Honourable Patsy Jo Hilliard and
Mayor Deana Ingraham. The meeting emphasized
the need for collective action, championing
gender equality, amplifying women's voices, and
creating an inclusive future.

FGBMFI VISIT DAOOP
On July 20th, 2023, Director Akwasi Awua
Ababio of the Diaspora Affairs Office of the
President welcomed esteemed guests from the
Full Gospel Business Men Fellowship
International (FGBMFI), namely Mr. Jonny
Woo, National Director for Evangelism, and
Mr. Datuk Kenny Ng Bee Ken, a respected
Advocate & Solicitor, both hailing from
Malaysia, for a productive visit to explore
investment opportunities in Ghana. They
visited the Diaspora Affairs Office at the
Jubilee House, fostering connections, aligning
visions, and sparking economic prosperity. 

This was in alignment with the historic
FGBMFI conference at the Accra Intl
Conference Centre, with a notable highlight
being the appointment of Francis Owusu, a
Ghanaian Diaspora, as the first African
International President. The Diaspora Affairs
Office extends heartfelt appreciation to all
participants, speakers, partners, and
attendees for their instrumental role in the
event's success, and their drive for Ghana's
progress and development forward.

ANNUAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
TORONTO, CANADA & MEETING WITH THE
FIRST BLACK FEMALE MAYOR IN  GEORGIA,
USA, MAYOR DEANA INGRAHAM.
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GHANAIAN CANADIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BUSINESS CONFERENCE 

Dr. Nadia Adongo Fynn, Deputy Director of
the Diaspora Affairs  was a speaker at the
Ghanaian Canadaian Chamber of
Commerce Business Conference. In her
recent address at the Ghanaian-Canadian
Chamber of Commerce's Business
Conference in Toronto, emphasized the vital
role of the Diaspora Affairs Office of the
President,  in strengthening ties with our
diaspora community. She highlighted key
initiatives, including the Diaspora
Engagement Policy, presented to the
cabinet, and the upcoming implementation
of the Ghana Card as a primary form of ID.
Dr. Fynn also addressed inquiries regarding
the NACOC Bill 2023, which assigns the
Ministry of Interior the responsibility to issue
licenses for cannabis cultivation, marking a
significant step towards harnessing
cannabis's industrial and medicinal
potential. This legislative stride is set to
establish a well-regulated cannabis sector,
adhering to stringent quality standards and
ushering in a sustainable healthcare
marketplace. 

ROC FACTORY VISIT DAOOP 
ROC Factory paid a courtesy visit to the
Diaspora Affairs Office of the President. The
executive team led by Int. Award Winning
Artistic Director Donnaray Roc, highlighted
their dedication to promoting cultural
exchange, supporting diaspora initiatives, and
contributing to the global diaspora
community's growth.
Donnaray Roc, renowned for her talents as an
artistic director, marketing strategist,
producer, and diaspora culture ambassador,
passionately advocates for cultural exchange
and community empowerment. With a career
centered around bridging diverse
communities and celebrating the African
Caribbean diaspora's rich heritage, her
presence at the meeting underscored ROC
Factory's commitment. Director Akwasi Awua
Ababio also emphasized the importance of
strengthening connections not only within the
Caribbean and South America but also with
the existing diaspora communities in Ghana,
solidifying the organization's mission of
fostering global diaspora engagement."
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PAN AFRICAN VILLAGE VISIT DAOOP 
 

The Amos Bursary and its Scholars recently visited the Diaspora Affairs Office at Ghana's Jubilee House,
highlighting the scholarship role in impact the lives of UK students of African Heritage and their recent
internship placements at corporations in Ghana. The Amos Bursary's mission is to empower young individuals of
African and Caribbean heritage from the UK, enabling their success in education and beyond. This is achieved
through scholarships for higher education at esteemed institutions like Oxford, Cambridge, UCL, LSE, Bristol,
Loughborough, and others. The bursary takes a comprehensive approach to shaping futures, promoting
excellence, and establishing high achievement as the norm. Employing a collaborative model for personal and
professional growth, the Amos Bursary aims to empower British youth of African and Caribbean descent to
realize their academic and career potentials, while also contributing to their communities. The discussions with
Einstein Ntim (Innovation and Engagement), representing Director Akwasi Awua Ababio, revolved around
reshaping perceptions of young people of African descent and combatting negative stereotypes about Afro-
Caribbean communities in the UK addressing social mobility and workforce diversification.The meeting also
emphasized successful internship placements for scholars and the significance of reconnecting with Africa to
foster connections. The Amos Bursary encourages the UK diaspora community to explore opportunities for
higher education, highlighting programs like theirs, and invites accomplished members of the diaspora to mentor
aspiring individuals striving for educational and professional excellence.
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Children in the summer cohort of the Afro Parenting Village were
shown the Office of the President at the Jubilee House as part of the
developmental objectives of encouraging Diaspora families to return
and re-integrate to Ghana. This was an aspirational experience for the
young children with many speaking of wanting to move to Ghana and
help do their part for their country, including a young girl saying she
will want to be President one day. Often times one of the biggest
hurdles facing experts and leaders in the diaspora who are moving to
Ghana are challenges around their children and the integration into
Ghana. This is why organizations that help families and children in
being able to adjust to the culture are pivotal to diaspora engagement.  
Afro Parenting Village (formerly Destination Africa) is centred around
the values of Patience, Unity, and Respect, with a diverse range of
offerings, including their on-demand online academy, parenting
workshops, family events, african languages and resources and
community-based parenting forum. We celebrate the integral role
families play in Ghana's diaspora engagement process.



The Diaspora Affairs Office of the President honored the invitation
by the British High Commissioner, H.E Harriet Thompson, at the
Business Reception & Expo, commemorating 75 years of British
International Investment (BII) a driver of economic growth and
investment prospects . Esteemed Guest of Honour, UK Secretary
of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, Rt.
Hon James Cleverly, graced the event. Notably, Chris Chijiutomi,
Managing Director and Head of Africa, engaged with Director
Akwasi Awua Ababio, discussing strategies to empower diaspora
communities for impactful investment in African entrepreneurship
and socio-economic advancement. The occasion showcased a
curated exhibition spotlighting innovative initiatives within the
climate, energy, and tech sectors, underscoring the achievements
of these SMEs in propelling innovation and sustainability. 

BII is the UK government's development finance institution,
managed by the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office, with a robust investment portfolio valued at US$7.1 billion
(year-end 2020), concentrates on emerging markets in South Asia
and Africa. The exhibited ventures spanned diverse domains such
as Artificial Intelligence driven farming, electric bikes, chip-
powered water filtration systems, aquaculture, and more.  The
business reception highlighted the importance of UK Ghana
bilateral relationship and the Rt. Hon James Cleverly in his speech
stressed on three key pillars of Investment, Jobs & Growth.
Speaking about the partnership between the UK and Ghana being
focussed on the future prosperity of both nations and its peoples. 

The Diaspora Affairs, Office of the President aims to further unite
the diaspora and is dedicated to fostering cultural exchange and
building bridges between Ghana and her Diaspora including those
in the United Kingdom and beyond. 16
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